
FOCUS 159 January 2025

Whether it is a positive comment, a suggestion of 
content you’d like to see more of, or a question regarding 

a recent article, we would love to hear from you

Want to share your thoughts 
on our latest publications?

Like what we do?
Submit a testimonialProvide us with some feedback here!

RENEWS.BIZ

RENEWABLE ENERGY NEWS    ISSUE 527

9 MAY 2024

THIS WEEK
SSE seeks input on end of 

SSE sounding out supply chain on
SSE sounding out supply chain on  

decommissioning and repowering 
decommissioning and repowering 

options for its Irish portfolio.
options for its Irish portfolio. p2

Flotation, Vargronn push back 

timeline for 1.4GW Cenos 

Flotation Energy and Vargronn have 
Flotation Energy and Vargronn have 

delayed the completion of the 1.4GW 
delayed the completion of the 1.4GW 

p3

Austrian developer sets out 

proposals for 120MW giant

Austrian developer Windpark Niki
Austrian developer Windpark Nikitsch tsch 

120MW Nikitsch 3 wind farm.
120MW Nikitsch 3 wind farm. p4

Floating players seek

AR6 boost after Green 

Volt cleared for auction

OFFSHORE
TenneT contingency planning 

as Petrofac hits trouble p6

Gulf of Maine project areas 
  p7

Ilmatar mulls appeal over 

Finnish rejection of plots p8

Ireland 
lifts lid on 

wind lease 
areas  p13
‘Back UK ports or miss the 

50GW by 2030 target’ p17

NEWSNEWS
E Power sketches out 70MW 
E Power sketches out 70MW 

Scottish proposals Scottish proposals p5

Elmya raises curtain on plans 

for 200MW English PV site p9

Irish dispatch down time up  
Irish dispatch down time up  

for second year running
for second year running p10

Masdar hunts for partners in 

bid to hit 100GW target

                 INTERVIEW p11

Gippsland players sound supply 
Gippsland players sound supply 

chain warningchain warning    FOCUS p12

FOCUS p14

bag €720m of EC funding 
bag €720m of EC funding p15

Blade failure hits 

GE Haliade-X at 
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By Stephen Dunne  

and Paul Stephen

developers are lobbying the 

UK government to more 

than double the Allocation 

Round 6 Pot 2 budget 

after Flotation Energy and 

Vargronn’s 560MW Green Volt 

project dramatically became 

eligible just hours before the 

application deadline.

Senior industry executives 

are pressing Energy 

Secretary Claire Coutinho 

for a substantial uplift in the 

£105m Pot 2 to take account 

be entered into the auction.

Several developers have 

made representations 

to Coutinho and Welsh 

Conservative MP Stephen 

Crabb has raised the matter in 

parliament. It is not yet clear 

department DESNZ are leaning.

Flotation and Vargronn 

said the project “meets all the 

relevant requirements for AR6 

eligibility” and sources expect 

them to bid around 300MW 

of Green Volt into the round. 

capacity at 558.4MW rather 

than the original 258.4MW 

made up of CIP’s 100MW 

Blue Gem Wind’s 100MW 

north-east England.

INDUSTRY APPEALS: Energy 

Secretary Claire Coutinho
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Insiders say the unexpected 

has upended the arithmetic. 

If the budget remains the 

that could further delay the 

according to sources.

added one.

by Scottish Ministers on 19 

but rivals then believed the 

project could not enter AR6 as 

INTOG exclusivity agreements 

do not meet CfD eligibility rules.

Estate Scotland had granted 

an option agreement for 

Green Volt on the same day 

original INTOG rules stated 

be reached until after an 

updated Scottish sectoral 

plan next year but CES said it 

changed this in March. 

A CES spokesperson said: 

“Once it became clear that the 

going to develop according 

to the Scottish government’s 

original timescales and 

granting consents before 

reconsidered our process. 

“We then announced 

changes to the process in 

revised process made available 

to all INTOG developers. We 

did this in order to support 

leasing round.” 

Sources said they are 

surprised Green Volt became 

eligible in particular given 

Holyrood failed to make a 

foundation scheme in time for 

the round. 

maximising the Pot 2 budget 

the projects as possible the 

best chance of securing CfDs.

A DESNZ spokesperson said 

National Grid ESO is currently 

assessing applications. 

“Once any appeals have 

added.

blade failure on one of its 

investigation blaming a lifting 

device for the incident.

The US manufacturer 

launched a probe after a 

blade previously installed at 

majority of the blade dangling 

A section of the componen

remains connected to the hu

but an exclusion zone has 

been put in place as debris 

it is understood.
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Tall order 
for onshorewind

JOINING FORCES: (L-R) 17 Energy directors Daniel Perdomo 
and Peter Mazurenko, alongside Viento Azul Biobío 
advisor Dan Kyle Spearman� Photo: Viento Azul Biobío

Offshore wind industry 
leaders are sizing up 
opportunities in Chile 

as the government begins 
to nail down details of a 
proposed Decarbonisation 
Plan. 

The Plan, which recently 
opened for consultation, is 
designed to help the South 
American country to increase 
renewable energy to 80% 
of electricity generation by 
2030, and to reach carbon 
neutrality by 2050. Offshore 
wind is expected to play a key 
role in achieving these targets, 
experts say.  

“Offshore wind energy 
has the potential to position 
Chile as a leader in renewable 
energy,” Rodrigo Paredes, 
executive director of Chile’s 
marine energy research and 
innovation centre (Meric), told 
developers, researchers and 
government officials at a wind 
seminar in December. 

“However, we are 
(conscious) of the significant 

challenges we face, from the 
development of infrastructure 
and technology to growing 
the appropriate regulatory 
framework and sustainable 
integration with other 
sectors,” he added. 

The seminar concluded a 
busy 2024 for the offshore 
wind sector in Chile, with 
two European companies 
announcing plans to develop 
up to 3.4GW by the start of 
the coming decade. 

At the end of October last 
year, Norwegian developer 
Deep Wind Offshore said 
it had filed applications 
for a 1.4GW floating and 
900MW fixed-bottom lease 
off the coast of the country’s 

central Biobío region. The 
announcement came six 
months after UK-based 17 
Energy and Chilean developer 
SC Power unveiled their 1GW 
Viento Azul Biobío project off 
the coast of Concepción.  

Overall, eight applications 
to develop more than 9GW 
have been submitted to 
maritime authorities since 
2022. Six of these are 
planned for Biobío, which 
has strong wind resources, 
adequate bathymetric 
conditions and developed 
infrastructure.  

“Currently, the projects are 
in the pre-commercialisation 
stages and require 
technological centres that 

understand and adapt 
these technologies to local 
conditions,” commented 
Nicole Ehrenfeld, assistant 
director of the National 
Agency for Research and 
Development’s research 
centre.  

Despite growing interest 
in Chile, developers and 
local officials cited a range of 
challenges that need to be 
addressed. 

“Offshore wind is a new 
industry opportunity for 
Latin America, and one of the 
key challenges … is building 
a supply chain to support 
the industry,” said Dan Kyle 
Spearman, director and 
advisor for Viento Azul Biobío. 

While Chile already has a 
legal framework governing 
maritime concessions within 
12 nautical miles of the coast, 
officials and developers said 
the next step for the sector is 
to work with the government 
to develop new regulations.   

“It is time to focus on 
making a good regulatory 
framework for floating 
wind and offshore wind,” 
said Gonzalo Tampier, lead 
researcher at Meric. 

“Our priority should be 
making the best possible 
regulatory framework 

based on the best data and 
science to attract investment, 
protect the environment and 
ensure an equitable energy 
transition.” 

Still, developers said they 
are happy with the existing 
regulations. 

“The current regulations 
are sufficiently robust for the 
projects we are developing,” 
Deep Wind Offshore chief 
commercial officer Hans 
Petter Øvrevik and LatAm 
regional manager Juan José 
Gari told renews. “From a 
technical point of view, it 
would be challenging to 
develop sites further off the 
coast with today’s technology 
in a cost-efficient way.”   

Spearman said the current 
regulatory framework is 
a good starting point, but 
it should be expanded to 
include areas outside the 
maritime concession. He 
added that Chile has a 
tremendous opportunity 
to learn from more mature 
markets. 

“Some key lessons 
learned include providing a 
steady policy and regulatory 
platform, visibility of pipeline 
for investors, and setting clear 
targets for offshore wind,” 
Spearman concluded. n

Biobío coastline takes centre stage 

Developers and 
government officials 
have identified the 

central Chilean region of 
Biobío as the ideal location 
for the first offshore wind 
developments. 

According to Gonzalo 
Tampier, chief investigator 
at Meric, the Biobío 
coastline has the highest 
winds and suitable 
bathymetric conditions for 
offshore wind. Other areas 

further north have lower 
wind speeds, while windier 
areas to the south have 
more difficult topographic 
conditions.  

Biobío is the second-
largest energy-consuming 
region in the country after 
the capital, and the third 
most populous. The region 
also boasts 21% of national 
port capacity and several 
large manufacturing hubs. 

“Our basis for wanting to 

develop in [Biobío] is that 
the fundamentals are right 
in terms of strong winds, 
industrial capabilities and 
local mindset, governmental 
support to develop 
renewables, and the 
appreciation for conserving 
the environment,” said 
Deep Wind Offshore chief 
commercial officer Hans 
Petter Øvrevik and LatAm 
regional manager Juan José 
Gari. n

Investors size up the challenges and 
opportunities as decarbonisation 

plans take shape, writes 
Daniel Dawson
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Chilean targets 
boost offshore 
wind aspirations 
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